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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR VERTREESE
“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we lose our
freedoms, it will be because we have destroyed ourselves from
within.” ~Abraham Lincoln
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Over the past few months, Council members were invited to meet and discuss ways to provide better governance to the
township; only Councilwoman Mondella and Councilman Epps agreed to meet. Sadly, the first Council meeting of the
year only demonstrated its intent to destroy the administration and ignore the mountain of problems we must climb
for the duration of 2021. The Council’s decision to forego passing a fully funded temporary budget forced
terminations of my staff and the recreation department, both of which have helped me steer communal response and
activities. Such actions have prevented the Administration from appointing vendors to start and/or continue necessary
infrastructure and development projects. Residents are directly impacted by such decisions when we face sewer
backups that due to our deteriorating 100-year-old pumping station(s), experience underground water seeping into
our homes and when 30-year-old first response vehicles have broken down when we have needed them most.
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~ Dahlia O. Vertreese, Your Mayor.
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THE TEMPORARY
BUDGET SHOULD
CAUSE CONCERN

FIREFIGHTER CANDIDATES
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The first Council
meeting of the year has
already created
division among
administration and the
Council. The Council
decided against passing
a temporary budget,
which will allow
Hillside to pay staff
and necessary bills for
the Township to
function until an
annual budget could be
negotiated. In New
Jersey, municipalities
normally pass a threemonth budget to
provide enough time
to work out a full
budget by the state
mandated deadline in
March. Unfortunately,
for the past two years
Hillside’s Council has
not followed the
proper timeline
resulting in the
Township being the
last community in the
state to pass a budget.

MAYOR VERTREESE AND POLICE CHIEF
RICCIARDI WILL HOST A COMMUNITY WIDE
MEETING THIS WEDNESDAY
Mayor Dahlia Vertreese and Hillside Police Chief Vincent Ricciardi
will host a virtual Zoom meeting Wednesday, Jan. 13 beginning at 7
pm. This is an opportunity for residents to hear directly from Chief
Ricciardi on the philosophy of the Hillside Police Department.
Ricciardi will be joined by members of the police staff who will
discuss trending incidents, crime prevention tips and other
observations.
There will be time for
the residents to ask
questions. The event is
the first of a monthly
series the Mayor will
host during 2021 to
give Hillside residents
an opportunity to hear
directly from her
leadership team. “It’s
critical the community
has a chance to not
only interact with
leaders like Chief
Ricciardi, but also get
to express their
feelings in an
environment that
allows dialogue,”
Mayor Vertreese said.

“This is a chance at an open and transparent
forum, and I look forward to many more.”
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DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS
POTHOLE REPAIRS
The Department of Public Works will
focus on repairing potholes on Hillside
streets the next few weeks. The recent
combination of rain and cold weather is a
recipe for potholes to impact streets.

STREET SIGN IMPROVEMENTS
The Township is currently replacing
street signs to provide an updated and
more visual appealing appearance. This
is an ongoing process for the DPW
department.
HILLSIDE WEEKLY UPDATE
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LIBRARY
JANUARY PROGRAMS

Saturday 10 am-4 pm.
The library is still
offering no-contact
pickup, no-contact
drop-off. Residents can
call or go online to
requests books.
Library hours are MonFri. 10 am to 4:30 pm;
Sat. 10 am to 4 pm.
Closed Sunday
For More Information
Call: 973-923-4413. Or
visit hillsidepl.org
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SENIOR INFORMATION
SENIOR PROPERTY TAX FREEZE DEADLINE
FOR 2019 HAS BEEN EXTENDED
The deadline to apply for the Senior Freeze
program has been extended to February 1, 2021.
Check if you're eligible today. If you forgot to
apply for the Senior Freeze property tax
reimbursement, don't worry.
Take advantage of the extra time to get the RELIEF you deserve:
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/index.shtml
COVID ASSISTANCE
The Senior Center recently
received a $20,000 grant from
Rutgers University. The grant
will fund the Rutgers-led NJ
Heroes Too initiative, a program
aimed to understand COVID-19’s
impact on underserved and
vulnerable populations. It aims
to develop strategies to reduce
the disparities in COVID-19
testing.
The program focuses on Black
and Latinx communities
disproportionately affected by
COVID-19 in places where
Rutgers academic medical
centers are deeply rooted.
A second phase of the grant will
provide home-based tests and
information on COVID vaccines.
For more information, residents
should contact Mary Dawkins
(862-227-5009) and Dana Farrell
(862-227-5113).
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