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TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
CAUCUS MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025 – 6:30PM 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
  
FLAG SALUTE 
 
STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 
This Meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Notice about 
this meeting was sent to the Union County Local Source and the Star Ledger. In addition, copies 
of the notice were posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filed in the Office of 
the Township Clerk. Notices on the bulletin board have remained continuously posted. Proper 
notice having been given, the Township Clerk shall include this statement in the minutes of this 
meeting. 
 
ROLL CALL 
P☐ A ☐ Lisa Bonanno – At Large  P☐ A ☐ Gracia Montilus Esq, Township Attorney 
P☐ A ☐ David Feuerstein – Ward 4  P☐ A ☐ Hope Smith, Business Administrator 
P☐ A ☐ Angela Garretson – Ward 2  P☐ A ☐ Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
P☐ A ☐ Andrea Hyatt – Ward 1  P☐ A ☐ Brook Nieves, Deputy Township Clerk 
P☐ A ☐ Daryl Joyner – Ward 3  
P☐ A ☐ Robert Rios, Vice President – At Large  
P☐ A ☐ Craig Epps, Council President – At Large 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
May 13, 2025 
 
MINUTES 
January 8, 2025 
February 25, 2025 
March 25, 2025 
April 22, 2025 – ABC Meeting 
 
ORDINANCES 
First Reading & Introduction 
O-25-11 Calendar Year 2025 

Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish 
a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.140) (TABLED: April 22, 2025) 

 
Public Hearing & Adoption 
O-25-10 An Ordinance Regarding Public Access to and Video and Audio Recording on 

Municipality Property 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
1. R-25-119 Resolution Authorizing a Grant Application to The State Of New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection for the 2022 Recycling Tonnage Grant  
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2. R-25-120 Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Grant Award from the State 
of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection for the 2022 Recycling Tonnage 
Grant in The Amount Of $45,185.25  

3. R-25-121 Resolution Authorizing Emergency Budget Appropriation for Grant Award 
from the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Under the 2022 
Recycling Tonnage Grant in the Amount of $45,518.21 

4. R-25-122 Resolution Appointing Samuel Manigault as Public Defender  
5. R-25-123 Resolution Appointing Municipal Court Prosecutor - Alcantara 
6. R-25-124 Resolution Appointing Municipal Court Prosecutor - Brown 
7. R-25-125 Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Grant Proposal to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation’s Transportation Alternatives Set Aside Program for 
Pedestrian Safety and Streetscape Improvements to Liberty Avenue 

8. R-25-126 Resolution Revoking the Financial Agreement ("Pilot Agreement") 
between the Township of Hillside and Hillside North Board Automotive, Approved on 
October 15, 2012 

9. R-25-127 Authorizing Payment of Accumulated Severance Liabilities – 
Mihaela Lopez 

10. R-25-128  Resolution of the Township of Hillside, in the County of Union, State of New 
Jersey, Determining the Form and Other Details of Its Note “Relating to the Water Bank 
Construction Financing Program of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank”, to be Issued in the 
Principal Amount of Up to $2,800,000, and Providing for the Issuance and Sale of Such Note 
to the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank, and Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of Such 
Note by the Township of Hillside in Favor of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank, All Pursuant 
to the Water Bank Construction Financing Program of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank 

11. R-25-074 Authorizing the Township of Hillside to Join the ACR Health Insurance Fund 
(TABLED: March 25, 2025) 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Please state your name and address for the record. Each citizen may only speak for three (3) 
minutes, to allow everyone the opportunity to ask questions and express their opinions or concerns. 
Please direct all comments to the Council President and appropriate consideration will be given 
to all comments. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
COMMUNICATION 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
Caucus-Regular Meeting: May 28, 2025 - 6:30 pm 
Caucus Meeting: June 11, 2025 - 6:30 pm 
 
 

*AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE* 
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TABLED 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 

ORDINANCE O-25-11 
 

CALENDAR YEAR 2025 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A 

CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its 
annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it 
to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate 
the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final 
appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of Hillside in the County of Union finds it advisable and necessary to 
increase its CY 2024 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the 
health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Council hereby determines that a 3.5 % increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $ 
1,488,972.97 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is 
advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS, the Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part 
of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Township of Hillside, in the County of Union, a 
majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2025 budget 
year, the final appropriations of the Township of Hillside shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, 
be increased by 3.5 %, amounting to $1,488,972.97, and that the CY 2025 municipal budget for the Township of Hillside be 
approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part 
of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of 
the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote 
included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 
First Reading and Introduction: April 22, 2025 TABLED 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 

  Bonanno X     

X  Feuerstein X     

  Garretson X     

 X Hyatt X     

  Joyner X     

  Rios, VP X     

  Epps, Pres. X     
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TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
ORDINANCE O-25-10 

 
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING PUBLIC ACCESS TO AND VIDEO AND AUDIO 

RECORDING ON MUNICIPALITY PROPERTY  
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Hillside recognizes that rules and guidelines for individuals who 
wish to enter and record video and/or audio activities on government-owned property need to be 
established.  
 

1. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Hillside as follows: 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

HILLSIDE that: 
 
Section 1: PURPOSE 
 
The Township of Hillside Council (the “Council”) of the Township of Hillside (the “Municipality”) is 
committed to protecting the rights of citizens under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, 
while implementing policies and procedures that protect the health, safety, welfare, and personal privacy 
of the Municipality’s employees and the general public who do business with or use the services of the 
Municipality. This policy (this “Policy”) is intended to delineate those portions of the Municipality Property 
(as defined herein) that are accessible to and observable by the general public from those portions that are 
accessible on a limited basis, establish rules of conduct that are applicable to all Municipality Property, and 
specify procedures for Municipality employees who encounter those who wish to access Municipality 
Property for observational purposes. 
 
Section 2: DEFINITIONS 
 
“Limited Access Area” means any designated area on Municipality Property that is not generally open to 
or occupied by the public; is open to or occupied by the public on only a limited, as-needed, or by-invitation 
basis; or is in an area generally open to or occupied by the public in close proximity to where private third 
parties conduct business with Municipality employees. Limited Access Areas may be designated by doors, 
physical barriers, building design features, signage, reception desks or stations, stanchions, ropes, fencing, 
bollards, or other visible indications. The lack of visible indications shall not prevent the Municipality from 
considering or treating an area as a Limited Access Area. The Municipality shall retain the right to verbally 
instruct third parties that an area is a Limited Access Area. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
Limited Access Areas include but are not limited to the following: 
 

a) Employee offices. 
b) Employee workspaces including copy rooms, mailrooms, and break areas. 
c) Employee parking lots, storage areas, access points, or other outside areas marked for use by 

Municipality employees or vehicles only. 
d) Areas in close proximity to places, stations, desks, counters, or teller windows at which private 

third parties conduct business with Municipality employees. 
e) Hallways, staircases, restrooms, elevators, and other areas by purpose or function restricted to 

limited or transitory occupancy or providing access solely to other Limited Access Areas. 
f) Maintenance, storage, and warehousing facilities. 
g) Public works and public safety buildings, except for any designated waiting or reception areas 

therein. 
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h) Water, sewer, and other public utility facilities. 
 

“Municipality Official” means, for purposes of this policy: 
 

a) Any Municipality law enforcement officer. 
b) Any person providing security services in any Municipality Property pursuant to contract with the 

Municipality or with any person, firm, or corporation managing a Municipality Property on the 
Municipality’s behalf. 

c) With respect to any building, facility, area, or space assigned to a Municipality department, 
division, or agency, the director or manager of such department, division, or agency, or any person 
that such official specifically designates in writing. 

d) The Municipality [Manager/Administrator], any Deputy Municipality [Manager/Administrator], 
[additional officers], or any person that such officials specifically designate in writing. 
  

“Municipality Property” means any real property owned by the Municipality or in which the Municipality 
has a property interest or property management responsibility 
 
“Public Area” means any area on Municipality Property that is generally open to general public access 
and occupancy that is not otherwise designated as a Limited Access Area. 
 
“Rules of Conduct” means the specific guidelines set forth in this policy. 
 
Section 3: RULES OF CONDUCT ON MUNICIPALITY PROPERTY 
 
To maintain an environment that promotes orderly administrative and business operations, and to take 
reasonable and prudent actions to protect the health, welfare, safety, and personal privacy of all persons at 
Municipality Property, the Rules of Conduct in this section apply and are to be enforced at all Municipality 
Property except where specific rules of conduct or prohibitions have been adopted for designated 
Municipality Property. 
 
Rules of Conduct Applicable to All Municipality Property. The following Rules of Conduct shall apply at 
all Municipality Property, including both Public Areas and Limited Access Areas: 
 

a) No person shall enter, attempt to enter, or remain in any areas of Municipality Property for any 
purpose other than to conduct legitimate business with Municipality offices or tenants located at 
Municipality Property, to enjoy publicly accessible amenities in Public Areas, to lawfully assemble 
for social or public interaction in Public Areas specifically designated for such assembly, or to 
exercise other constitutionally protected rights. The appropriate Municipality Officials may adopt 
specific policies with respect to Municipality Property under their custody and control to manage 
conditions for use of such Municipality Property including without limitation to establish hours and 
terms of use, reservation protocols, use and user priority, and fees for use. 

b) No person shall engage in any activity on Municipality Property that would constitute a violation 
of federal, state, or local law or regulation. 

c) No person shall engage in activity that disrupts or interferes with the normal operation or 
administration of Municipality business at Municipality Property, lawful use by Municipality 
employees and authorized users at Municipality Property, or Municipality-permitted activities.  

d) No person shall stalk, harass, threaten, intimidate, or otherwise compromise the wellbeing and 
safety of Municipality employees or private third parties lawfully using Municipality Property. 
Photography, audio recording, or video recording does not, in and of itself, violate this Rule of 
Conduct. Likewise, conduct that would otherwise violate this Rule of Conduct shall not be 
permitted merely because the conduct involves photography, audio recording, or video recording. 
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e) No person shall interfere or obstruct the free passage of Municipality employees or authorized third 
parties in or on Municipality Property, including without limitation by standing in, blocking access 
to, or occupying areas for purposes of photography, audio recording, or video recording.  

f) No person shall photograph, audio record, or video record in such a manner that would allow 
capture of, access to, or disclosure of private, personal, confidential, sensitive, or privileged 
information of private third parties. The Municipality may enforce this Rule of Conduct by 
imposing minimum standing or separation distances from areas, stations, desks, counters, or teller 
windows at which private third parties conduct business with Municipality employees. 

 
Limited Access Areas The following Rules of Conduct shall apply at all Limited Access Areas: 
 

a) Limited Access Areas shall be accessible only to the following: (i) employees, elected officials, 
and appointed officials of the Municipality; and (ii) private parties but only on a limited, as-needed, 
or by-invitation basis, to include those private parties accessing a Limited Access Area for the 
express purpose of conducting business with Municipality employees.  

b) Photography, audio recording, and video recording is prohibited in Limited Access Areas, except 
as follows: (i) any Municipality Official may authorize audio or video recording or photography in 
Limited Access Areas, for good cause shown, with the consent of all parties to be recorded or 
photographed, provided that any Municipality Official may impose appropriate and reasonable 
conditions on the recording or photography to prevent the unauthorized disclosure of confidential 
information; and (ii) audio and video recording and photography may be permitted in Limited 
Access Areas when specifically authorized by applicable law or agreements. 

c) No person shall photograph, audio record, or video record any private third party lawfully entering 
into, using, or occupying a Limited Access Area without the express consent of such third party. 
 
 
 

 
 
Section 4: EXCLUSION 
 
If a person violates these Rules of Conduct while in or upon Municipality Property, any Municipality 
Official may eject and direct such person to leave Municipality Property for a period of up to 24 hours. It 
shall not be necessary for such Municipality Official to allege any crime or other violation of applicable 
law other than these Rules of Conduct in order to support such notice of exclusion; provided that violation 
of such notice of exclusion may be deemed a trespass under applicable law. The notice of exclusion shall 
be in writing, given to the person excluded and signed by the Municipality Official. It shall specify the dates 
and places of exclusion and shall contain a warning of consequences for failure to comply with the notice 
of exclusion. 
 
Section 5: SECURITY PROCEDURES 
 

a) Any person may photograph, film, or record audio of any Public Area. Any such activity should be 
reported to a Municipality Official, preferably a law enforcement officer if possible. 

b) Municipality employees should refrain from engaging with photographers and videographers 
wherever possible. Municipality employees should monitor photographers or videographers on 
Municipality Property, but should refrain from engaging them unless they violate any Rule of 
Conduct. In the event that engagement is necessary, every effort should be made to respond calmly 
without escalating the encounter.  

c) A Municipality employee who does not wish to be photographed or recorded may retire to a Limited 
Access Area.  
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d) Municipality employees are not required to respond to questions or demands from any 
photographer or videographer, and should refrain from doing so if possible. 

e) Municipality employees may invite a private third party conducting business with the Municipality 
and who do not wish to be photographed or filmed to retire to a more private Limited Access Area 
in order to complete any business or transaction. 

f) Municipality law enforcement officers may approach photographers and videographers upon a 
complaint from a member of the public or Municipality employees that the activity is suspicious or 
based upon their own observation that the activity is suspicious or inconsistent with this Policy. 
This Policy neither limits nor expands the authority of Municipality law enforcement officers to 
initiate and pursue investigations, to perform pat downs or frisks based upon reasonable suspicion, 
or to conduct searches based upon probable cause in accordance with legal authority. Photography, 
audio recording, or video recording does not, in and of itself, rise to the level of reasonable 
suspicion or probable cause. 

 

2. SEVERABILITY  

If any provision of this Ordinance, or the application of any such provision to any person or 
circumstances, shall be held invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance to the extent it can be given 
effect, or the application of such provision to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is 
held invalid shall not be affected thereby, and to this extent the provisions of this Ordinance are 
severable.   

3. REPEALER  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with any provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed as to the extent of such inconsistencies.  

4. EFFECTIVE DATE  

This Ordinance shall become effective twenty (20) days following the final adoption thereof by the 
Township Council of the Township of Hillside and shall be published as required by law. 

 
 
First Reading and Introduction: April 22, 2025 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 

X  Bonanno  X    

  Feuerstein X     

  Garretson  X    

  Hyatt X     

 X Joyner X     

  Rios, VP X     

  Epps, Pres. X     

 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-119 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR THE 2022 RECYCLING 
TONNAGE GRANT 

 
WHEREAS, the Department of Environmental Protection under their 2022 Recycling Tonnage 

Grant Program grants municipalities for the recycling they accomplished; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Hillside hopes to apply for this grant.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, NJ THAT: 

1. A grant application to the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is 
hereby authorized. 

2. A copy of this Resolution shall be placed in the file with the application documents. 
3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Craig M. Epps, Council President 

ATTEST: 
I, Rayna Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
    Epps, CP      

 

 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-120 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A GRANT AWARD FROM THE 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR THE 
2022 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,185.25 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection under their 2022 
Recycling Tonnage Grant Program was granted to the Township of Hillside for the recycling it 
accomplished; and 
 

WHEREAS, on April 01, 2025, the Township of Hillside (“Township) received a grant award in 
the amount of $45,185.25 under the 2022 Recycling Tonnage Grant. This award does not require 
matching funds on the part of the Township of Hillside; and 

WHEREAS, the Township desires to accept funds under the program. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE THAT: 
1. Acceptance of the 2022 Recycling Tonnage grant in the amount of $45,185.25 is hereby 

authorized. 
2. The Mayor, Business Administrator, Chief Financial Officer, and Township Clerk are 

authorized to execute all documents and agreements required to accept the award of funds. 
3. A copy of this Resolution shall be placed in the file with the application documents. 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
  ____________________________________ 

Craig M. Epps, Council President 
ATTEST: 
I, Rayna Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
    Epps, CP      

 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-121 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY BUDGET APPROPRIATION FOR GRANT 
AWARD FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRNOMENTAL 

PROTECTION UNDER THE 2022 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$45,518.21 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 (“Local Budget Act”) permits emergency appropriations 
to provide for the period between the end of a Temporary budget and the adoption of the budget; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Hillside has received a grant award in the amount of $45,518.21 under 
the 2022 Recycling Tonnage Grant. This award does not require matching funds on the part of the 
Township of Hillside. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE NEW JERSEY THAT: 

1. An emergency appropriation in the amount of $45,185.21 awarded under the 2022 Recycling 
Tonnage Grant is hereby appropriated to the CFY 2025 budget. 

2. Approval is conditioned upon an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the Councilmembers.  
3. Any costs associated with this grant shall be payable under the grant as appropriated to the CFY 

2025 budget. 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

____________________________________ 
Craig M. Epps, Council President 

ATTEST: 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
    Epps, CP      

 





TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-122 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING SAMUEL MANIGAULT AS     PUBLIC DEFENDER 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Public Defender for the Township of Hillside, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor desires to reappoint Samuel Manigault, Esq. to the position of Public De-
fender for the term beginning January 1, 2025, and ending December 31, 2025. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Hillside 

that: 
 

1. Samuel M. Manigault, Esq. (1156 Washington Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ) be reappointed Public 
Defender at the rate of $275 per session, not to exceed $26,500 per annum, ratified from January 
1, 2025, to the date of adoption hereof and shall end on December 31, 2025. 

 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
   Craig Epps, Council President 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do hereby 
certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on May 13, 
2025.  
  
____________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
  Epps, CP      

  
 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE  
RESOLUTION R-25-123 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING MUNICIPAL COURT PROSECUTOR 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Municipal Court Prosecuting Attorney for the Township of 
Hillside; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor desires to appoint Milva Alcantara, Esq. as Prosecuting Attorney, at a 
rate not to exceed $16,000 per annum, effective as January 1, 2025, ending December 31, 2025.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY, THAT: 

1. Milva Alcantara, Esq. (190 Richelieu Terrace, Newark, NJ 07106) is hereby appointed as 
Prosecuting Attorney at the rate, not to exceed $15,500 per annum, effective as of January 1, 2025, and 
shall end on December 31, 2025. 

 

____________________________________ 
Craig M. Epps, Council President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 

  Bonanno      

  Feuerstein      

  Garretson      

  Hyatt      

  Joyner      

  Rios, VP      

    Epps, CP      

 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE  
RESOLUTION R-25-124 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING MUNICIPAL COURT PROSECUTOR 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Municipal Court Prosecuting Attorney for the Township of 
Hillside; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor desires to appoint Donnette A. Brown, Esq. as Prosecuting Attorney, at a 
rate not to exceed $16,000 per annum, effective as January 1, 2025, ending December 31, 2025.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY, THAT: 

1. Donnette A. Brown, Esq. (804 Grant Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 07060) is hereby appointed as 
Prosecuting Attorney at the rate, not to exceed $16,000 per annum, effective as of January 1, 2025, and 
shall end on December 31, 2025. 

 

____________________________________ 
Craig M. Epps, Council President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
I, Rayna Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 

  Bonanno      

  Feuerstein      

  Garretson      

  Hyatt      

  Joyner      

  Rios, VP      

    Epps, CP      

 









TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-125 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT PROPOSAL TO THE NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES SET ASIDE 
PROGRAM FOR PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AND STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS TO LIBERTY 

AVENUE 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Hillside is applying for funding to conduct a pedestrian safety and streetscape 
project along Liberty Avenue within the Township of Hillside; and 

 
WHEREAS, the project will advance pedestrian infrastructure improvements and equitable streetscape 

enhancements along Liberty Avenue, promoting safe, accessible, and welcoming connections for residents, 
businesses, and transit users; and 

 
WHEREAS, maintenance of facilities, once constructed, will be assumed by the Township of Hillside 

where applicable, with the exception of (1) local ordinances that places maintenance responsibility with each 
individual property owner, and (2) those crosswalks on State or County Highways; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of Hillside that 

it hereby supports the submission of a grant application for the Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program 
within the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation and authorizes the Mayor, Council, and the Township 
Clerk to execute any and all documents necessary and related to the submission of said grant application or grant 
agreement. 

 
____________________________________ 

Craig M. Epps, Council President 
ATTEST: 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do hereby 
certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
    Epps, CP      

 



Project Description for TA Set-Aside Pre-Application Meeting 
Project Title: Liberty Avenue Streetscape Improvements 
Municipality: Township of Hillside, Union County 
Project Limits: Liberty Avenue, from Winans Avenue to Ryan Street (approx. 1.1 miles) 

The Township of Hillside proposes a comprehensive streetscape enhancement project 
along Liberty Avenue, a vital east-west corridor serving pedestrians, local businesses, 
schools, houses of worship, and six NJ TRANSIT bus stops. The proposed project spans 
approximately 11,800 linear feet of sidewalk (5,900 feet on each side) between 300ft. North 
of  Winans Avenue ( Summit Avenue) and Ryan Street. 

Originally streetscaped in the 1980s, the corridor’s pavers have since shifted and faded, 
creating unsafe and unattractive conditions for pedestrians. The project includes full 
removal and replacement of deteriorated pavers with ADA-compliant materials; 
installation of 50 concrete planters with ornamental flowering trees (replacing outdated 
shade trees); and targeted seating and waste infrastructure improvements. These include 
32 new trash receptacles, 10 new recycling bins (an increase from the current five), and 
benches at each of the six bus stops along the corridor to support seniors and transit 
users. 

The project will directly support a newly approved redevelopment initiative featuring 350 
one-bedroom units, 44 senior housing units, and ground-floor retail — reinforcing the 
importance of a safe, accessible, and welcoming streetscape. 

This project aligns with the TA Set-Aside category of “Community Improvement Activities,” 
specifically streetscaping. These enhancements will foster a more walkable, attractive, and 
accessible corridor—encouraging multimodal transportation and supporting local 
economic development. 

 

Equity and Community Context 
Hillside is designated as a 2025 Urban Aid municipality and ranks in the top third of all New 
Jersey municipalities for distress, with a Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI) Distress Score 
of 42.3 and an MRI Rank of 86 out of 565. Key indicators underscore the township’s 
socioeconomic challenges: 

• Poverty Rate: 10.6% 

• Unemployment Rate: 6.5% 

• Households with Seniors (65+): 5.5% 



• Renters Paying 30%+ of Income: 85.7% 

The project area is in a densely populated, walkable neighborhood where many residents 
depend on non-automotive transportation. The improvements proposed will particularly 
benefit seniors, youth, and low-income residents, and advance equity in a historically 
underserved community. 

 

Project Readiness 
The Township is actively preparing for this investment and is committed to advancing the 
design phase to meet federal aid requirements. While formal design has not yet begun, 
Hillside is prepared to engage in NJDOT’s TA Set-Aside Design Assistance Program to 
expedite project readiness and ensure compliance. The Township has successfully 
completed federally funded infrastructure projects in recent years and understands the 
importance of timely authorization. 

 

Post-PreApp Meeting: 

Main tasks we need for Hillside’s TAP: 

1. Reso or at minimum LOS from Union County as a portion of Lib Ave is county ROW 

2. Letters of support from the schools 

3. Accident reps involving peds from PD (Anthony already asked Chief Cove) 

4. Proj is also eligible for SRTS – if not awarded they recc. Applying for SRTS 

5. We need to add various elements to the cost estimate (RVE will add but once we 
receive the PD reps from HPD Anthony will go over and decide where)—ie RFBs 
(rectangular flashing beacons), widening of sidewalks, transit shelters, curb 
extensions/bumpouts; ped lighting systems—to move the project more away from 
maintenance into a new project 

 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-126 

RESOLUTION REVOKING THE FINANCIAL AGREEMENT ("PILOT 
AGREEMENT") BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE AND HILLSIDE NORTH 

BOARD AUTOMOTIVE, APPROVED ON OCTOBER 15, 2012 
 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2012, the Township of Hillside (“Township”) approved a 
Financial Agreement, commonly referred to as a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (“PILOT”) 
agreement, with Hillside North Board Automotive (“Developer”) pursuant to the Long Term Tax 
Exemption Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 et seq.; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Financial Agreement was entered into for the purpose of promoting 
redevelopment and economic investment within the Township, and provided for annual service 
charges in lieu of conventional property taxes for the property subject to redevelopment, 
commonly referred to as Phase I and Phase II of the project; and 
  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Financial Agreement, the 
Developer is required to make timely and complete payments of the agreed-upon annual service 
charges; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Township has conducted a review of the Developer’s compliance with 
the Financial Agreement and has determined that Hillside North Board Automotive has materially 
breached the terms of the agreement by failing to remit required payments of $103,865.53 for 
Phase I, and $344,576.25 for Phase II, for a total delinquency of $448,441.78; and 
  

WHEREAS, this failure to make timely and full payments of annual service charges 
constitutes a material breach of the Financial Agreement and is grounds for termination pursuant 
to the agreement and applicable law, including N.J.S.A. 40A:20-12 and N.J.S.A. 40A:20-13; and 
  

WHEREAS, the continuation of the Financial Agreement under these circumstances is 
no longer in the best interest of the Township and its residents; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township 
of Hillside as follows: 
 1. The Financial Agreement between the Township of Hillside and Hillside North Board 
Automotive, originally approved on October 15, 2012, is hereby revoked and terminated effective 
immediately due to the Developer’s failure to remit required payments in violation of the 
agreement. 
 2. The Township Clerk is hereby directed to provide written notice of this revocation to 
Hillside North Board Automotive in accordance with the notice provisions set forth in the 
Financial Agreement. 
 3. The Tax Assessor and Tax Collector are authorized and directed to take all necessary 
and appropriate steps to return the subject properties to the conventional tax rolls. 



 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption in accordance with 
applicable laws. 
 

  ____________________________________ 
Craig M. Epps, Council President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New 
Jersey, do hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council 
at a meeting held on May 13, 2025.  
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
    Epps, CP      

 

 
 



  
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE  

OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY  
Municipal Building  

Liberty and Hillside Avenues  
Hillside, New Jersey 07205  

  
Dahlia O. Vertreese                 Gracia R. Montilus, Esq.   
         Mayor                         Township Attorney 
          (848) 666-0811  
 

April 29, 2025 
 
Via Certified Mail/RRR 
And Regular Mail 
Hillside North Broad Automotive  
Urban Renewal LLC 
75 Route 22 
Hillside, NJ 07205 
Attn: Ignazio Giuffre 
 
Re: Annual Service Charge for Phase I and II of the North Board Street Automobile 
Service Center Redevelopment Project (Block 1007 Lot 16 Qualifier X)  

Dear Mr. Giuffre,  

Under correspondence dated April 24, 2024, I advised you that, pursuant to the Financial 
Agreement (“PILOT agreement”) between Hillside North Board Automotive and the 
Township of Hillside approved on October 15, 2012, under the provisions of the long-term 
Tax Exemption Law of 1992, you are responsible for payments to the Township of Hillside in 
connection with this agreement. However, you failed to respond to my missive.  In addition, 
despite numerous written requests, payments have not been made as understood and 
agreed. Specifically, $103,865.53 is currently owed for Phase I, and $344,576.25 is 
currently owed for Phase II. As such, the corporation is in violation of the PILOT agreement.  



To that end, please be advised that the Township of Hillside will void the agreement and bill 
the corporation for the full assessment owed.  The Township of Hillside, thereafter, will be 
relieved from any further obligations pursuant to the program.  

Please be guided accordingly. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Gracia Robert Montilus, Esquire 
Township Attorney  

GRM/ka         



  

TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE  
OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY  

Municipal Building  

Liberty and Hillside Avenues  

Hillside, New Jersey 07205  

  
Dahlia O. Vertreese                 Gracia R. Montilus, Esq.   

         Mayor                         Township Attorney 

          (848) 666-0811  
 

April 24, 2024 

 

CERTIFIED MAIL/RRR 

AND REGULAR MAIL 

Hillside North Board Automotive 

Urban Renewal LLC 

75 Route 22 

Hillside, NJ 07205 

Attn: Ignazio Giuffre 

 

Re: Annual Service Charge for Phase I and II of the North Board Street Automobile 

Service Center Redevelopment Project (Block 1007 Lot 16 Qualifier X) 

Dear Mr. Giuffre, 

Pursuant to the Financial Agreement (“PILOT agreement”) between Hillside North Board 

Automotive and the Township of Hillside approved on October 15, 2012, under the 

provisions of the long-term Tax Exemption Law of 1992, you are responsible for payments 

to the Township of Hillside in connection with this agreement.  However, it has been 

brought to my attention that, despite numerous written requests, payments have not been 

made as understood and agreed.  Specifically, $74,052.43 is currently owed for Phase I, and 

$243,736.08 is currently owed for Phase II.  As such, the corporation is in violation of the 

PILOT agreement. 

Please note that failure to make payments in accordance with the PILOT agreement will 

void the agreement and result in the Township of Hillside billing the corporation for the full 

assessment.  Thus, you are directed to immediately satisfy the current outstanding balances.  



Full payment of the outstanding balances as noted above must be received at the Township 

of Hillside no later than Friday, May 3, 2024.  Failure to adhere to this demand will, as 

stated above, void any agreement between the parties and relieve the Township of Hillside 

from any further obligations pursuant to the program. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Gracia R. Montilus 

Township Attorney 

 

GRM/ka 



TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE  
RESOLUTION R-25-127 

 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF ACCUMULATED SEVERANCE LIABILITIES – 

MIHAELA LOPEZ 
 

WHEREAS, Mihaela Lopez has resigned effective April 30, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, under the applicable collective negotiated agreement between the Township of 

Hillside and the bargaining unit from which she is a member, she is entitled to a severance payout as 
indicated on the attached “Severance Pay Worksheet” in the total amount of $24,656.64. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE THAT: 

1. The compensation set forth below is hereby approved for payment through Payroll, which must 
be funded from the appropriation Accumulated Severance Liabilities. 

2. Payment in the amount of $24,656.64 shall be made to Mihaela Lopez upon approval of this 
Resolution. 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately, and a certified copy shall be placed in the 
employee’s personnel file. 

 
____________________________________ 

Craig M. Epps, Council President 
ATTEST: 
 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 
  Bonanno      
  Feuerstein      
  Garretson      
  Hyatt      
  Joyner      
  Rios, VP      
    Epps, CP      
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TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE  
RESOLUTION R-25-128 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER 
DETAILS OF ITS NOTE “RELATING TO THE WATER BANK 
CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY 
INFRASTRUCTURE BANK”, TO BE ISSUED IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
UP TO $2,800,000, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF SUCH 
NOTE TO THE NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF SUCH NOTE BY THE 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE IN FAVOR OF THE NEW JERSEY 
INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, ALL PURSUANT TO THE WATER BANK 
CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY 
INFRASTRUCTURE BANK. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Hillside (the “Local Unit”), in the County of Union, State of New 
Jersey, has determined that there exists a need within the Local Unit to acquire, construct, renovate or install 
a project consisting of the rehabilitation of the North Avenue Pump Station and the purchase of a street 
sweeper (the “Project”), and it is the desire of the Local Unit to obtain financing for such Project through 
participation in the environmental infrastructure financing program (the “New Jersey Water Bank”) of the 
New Jersey Infrastructure Bank (the “I-Bank”); 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit has determined to temporarily finance the acquisition, construction, 
renovation or installation of the Project prior to the long term bond closing with respect to the New Jersey 
Water Bank, and to undertake such temporary financing with the proceeds of a short-term loan to be made 
by the I-Bank (the “Construction Loan”) to the Local Unit, pursuant to the Water Bank Construction 
Financing Program of the I-Bank (the “Construction Financing Program”); 
 

WHEREAS, in order to (i) evidence and secure the repayment obligation of the Local Unit to the 
I-Bank with respect to the Construction Loan and (ii) satisfy the requirements of the Construction Financing 
Program, it is the desire of the Local Unit to issue and sell to the I-Bank the “Note Relating: to the Water 
Bank Construction Financing Program of the New Jersey Infrastructure Bank” in an aggregate principal 
amount of up to $2,800,000 (the “Note”); 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Local Unit to authorize, execute, attest and deliver the Note to 
the I-Bank pursuant to the terms of the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 
of Title 40A of the Revised Statutes of the State of New Jersey (the “Local Bond Law”), and other 
applicable law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 28 of the Local Bond Law allows for the sale of the Note to the I-Bank, 
without any public offering, and N.J.S.A. 58:11B-9 allows for the sale of the Note to the I-Bank without 
any public offering, all under the terms and conditions set forth therein. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Local Unit as follows: 
 
 Section 1. In accordance with Section 28 of the Local Bond Law and N.J.S.A. 58:11B-9, the 
Local Unit hereby authorizes the issuance, sale and award of the Note in accordance with the provisions 
hereof.  The obligation represented by the Note has been appropriated and authorized by bond ordinance 
number O-22-05 of the Local Unit finally adopted by the Local Unit at a meeting duly called and held on 
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March 22, 2022, which bond ordinance is entitled “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
REHABILITATION OF THE NORTH AVENUE PUMP STATION, BY AND IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
HILLSIDE, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $2,465,000 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,465,000 BONDS OR NOTES TO 
FINANCE THE COST THEREOF” and by bond ordinance number O-22-06 of the Local Unit finally 
adopted by the Local Unit at a meeting duly called and held on March 22, 2022, which bond ordinance is 
entitled “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF A STREET SWEEPER, BY 
AND IN THE TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; 
APPROPRIATING $335,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $335,000 
BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF”, at which times quorums were present and 
acted throughout, all pursuant to the terms of the Local Bond Law and other applicable law. 
 
 Section 2. The Chief Financial Officer of the Local Unit (the “Chief Financial Officer”) is 
hereby authorized to determine, in accordance with the Local Bond Law and pursuant to the terms and 
conditions hereof, (i) the final principal amount of the Note (subject to the maximum limitation set forth in 
Section 4(a) hereof), and (ii) the dated date of the Note. 
 
 Section 3. Any determination made by the Chief Financial Officer pursuant to the terms 
hereof shall be conclusively evidenced by the execution and attestation of the Note by the parties authorized 
pursuant to Section 4(h) hereof. 
 
 Section 4. The Local Unit hereby determines that certain terms of the Note shall be as follows: 
 

(a) the principal amount of the Note to be issued shall be an amount up to $2,800,000; 
(b) the maturity of the Note shall be as determined by the I-Bank; 
(c) the interest rate of the Note shall be as determined by the I-Bank; 
(d) the purchase price for the Note shall be par;  
(e) the Note shall be subject to prepayment prior to its stated maturity in accordance with the 

terms and conditions of the Note; 
(f) the Note shall be issued in a single denomination and shall be numbered “NJWB-CFP-

2025-01”; 
(g) the Note shall be issued in fully registered form and shall be payable to the registered owner 

thereof as to both principal and interest in lawful money of the United States of America; 
and 

 
(h) the Note shall be executed by the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the 

Chief Financial Officer (collectively, the “Authorized Officers”) under official seal or 
facsimile thereof affixed, imprinted, or reproduced thereon and attested by the manual 
signature of the Local Unit Clerk. 

 
 Section 5. The Note shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 

Section 6. The law firm of Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A. is hereby authorized to arrange 
for the printing of the Note, which law firm may authorize McCarter & English, LLP, bond counsel to the 
I-Bank for the Construction Financing Program, to arrange for same.   

 
 Section 7. The Authorized Officers of the Local Unit are hereby further severally authorized 
to (i) execute and deliver, and the Local Unit Clerk is hereby further authorized to attest to such execution 
and to affix, imprint or reproduce the corporate seal of the Local Unit to, any document, instrument or 
closing certificate deemed necessary, desirable or convenient by the Authorized Officers of the Local Unit, 
in their respective sole discretion, after consultation with counsel and any advisors to the Local Unit and 
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after further consultation with the I-Bank and its representatives, agents, counsel and advisors, to be 
executed in connection with the issuance and sale of the Note and the participation of the Local Unit in the 
Construction Financing Program, which determination shall be conclusively evidenced by the execution of 
each such certificate or other document by the party authorized hereunder to execute such certificate or 
other document, and (ii) perform such other actions as the Authorized Officers deem necessary, desirable 
or convenient in relation to the execution and delivery of the Note and the participation of the Local Unit 
in the Construction Financing Program. 
 
 Section 8. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Section 9. Upon the adoption hereof, the Local Unit Clerk shall forward certified copies of 
this resolution to Everett M. Johnson, Esq., Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, P.A., bond counsel to the Local 
Unit, David E. Zimmer, Executive Director of the I-Bank, and Richard T. Nolan, Esq., McCarter & English, 
LLP, bond counsel to the I-Bank. 
 

 
____________________________________ 

Craig M. Epps, Council President 
ATTEST: 
 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
May 13, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 

  Bonanno      

  Feuerstein      

  Garretson      

  Hyatt      

  Joyner      

  Rios, VP      

    Epps, CP      
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Exhibit A 
 

TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE,  
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
NOTE 

RELATING TO: 
THE WATER BANK CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PROGRAM 

OF THE NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK  
 

 
$2,800,000         June 18, 2025 
 
NJWB - CFP - 2025 -01 
 
 FOR VALUE RECEIVED, THE TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, IN THE COUNTY 
OF UNION, a municipal corporation duly created and validly existing pursuant to the laws of the 
State (as hereinafter defined), and its successors and assigns (the “Borrower”), hereby promises to 
pay to the order of the NEW JERSEY INFRASTRUCTURE BANK, a public body corporate 
and politic with corporate succession, duly created and validly existing under and by virtue of the 
Act (as hereinafter defined) (the “I-Bank”), the Principal (as hereinafter defined), together with all 
unpaid accrued Interest (as hereinafter defined), fees, late charges and other sums due hereunder, 
if any, in lawful money of the United States of America, on the Maturity Date (as hereinafter 
defined) or the date of any optional prepayment or acceleration in accordance with the provisions 
of this note (this “Note”); provided, however, that portions of the Interest may be due and payable 
earlier, at the time(s) and in the amount(s), as and to the extent provided in accordance with Section 
4 hereof.   
 

SECTION 1. Definitions.  As used in this Note, unless the context requires otherwise, 
the following terms shall have the following meanings: 
 
 “Act” means the “New Jersey Infrastructure Trust Act”, constituting Chapter 334 of the 
Pamphlet Laws of 1985 of the State (codified at N.J.S.A. 58:11B-1 et seq.), as the same has been, 
and in the future may from time to time be, amended and supplemented. 
 
 “Administrative Fee” means the “NJDEP Fee” as defined and calculated in Exhibit B 
hereto, which is an administrative fee that is payable by the Borrower to the NJDEP (at the time 
and in the amount as is established by the provisions of Section 4(b) hereof) as a portion of the 
Cost of the Project that has been incurred by the Borrower for engineering and environmental 
services provided to the Borrower by the NJDEP. 
 
 “Anticipated Financing Program” means the New Jersey Water Bank financing program 
of the I-Bank, pursuant to which the I-Bank will issue its I-Bank Bonds for the purpose of 
financing, on a long-term basis, the Project as well as other projects of certain qualifying 
borrowers. 
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 “Anticipated Long-Term Loan” means the long-term loan made by the I-Bank to the 
Borrower from the proceeds of its I-Bank Bonds, as part of the Anticipated Financing Program. 
 
 “Authorized Officer” means any person authorized by the Borrower or the I-Bank, as the 
case may be, to perform any act or execute any document relating to the Loan or this Note. 
 
 “Code” means the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as the same may from time to time be 
amended and supplemented, including any regulations promulgated thereunder, any successor 
code thereto and any administrative or judicial interpretations thereof. 
 
 “Cost” or “Costs” means those costs that are allocable to the Project, as shall be 
determined on a project-specific basis in accordance with the Regulations, as further set forth in 
Exhibit B hereto, (i) as such Exhibit B shall be supplemented by an Authorized Officer of the I-
Bank by means of either a substitute Exhibit B or an additional Exhibit B, such supplement to be 
implemented concurrently with the supplement to Exhibit A-1 hereto (as provided in the definition 
of “Project” as set forth herein), and (ii) as the then-current Exhibit B may be amended by 
subsequent changes to eligible costs as evidenced by a certificate of an Authorized Officer of the 
I-Bank. 
 

“Credit Policy” means the “New Jersey Infrastructure Bank Credit Policy,” as adopted by 
the Board of Directors of the I-Bank and as further amended and supplemented from time to time. 
 
 “Environmental Infrastructure Facilities” means Wastewater Treatment Facilities, 
Stormwater Management Facilities or Water Supply Facilities (as such terms are defined in the 
Regulations). 
 
 “Environmental Infrastructure System” means the Environmental Infrastructure 
Facilities of the Borrower, including the Project, for which the Borrower is receiving the Loan. 
 
 “Event of Default” means any occurrence or event specified in Section 6 hereof. 
 
 “Financial Plan” means the then-applicable Financial Plan, as prepared for the then-
current State Fiscal Year and as submitted to the State Legislature by the I-Bank and the NJDEP, 
and as the same may be amended or supplemented from time to time during such State Fiscal Year, 
all pursuant to, and in satisfaction of the requirements of, sections 21, 21.1, 22 and 22.1 of the Act. 
 
 “I-Bank Bonds” means the revenue bonds of the I-Bank to be issued pursuant to, and as 
part of, the Anticipated Financing Program. 
 
 “Interest” means the interest that shall accrue on a daily basis with respect to Principal to 
be calculated each day by applying the Interest Rate established for a State Fiscal Year divided by 
360 to the Principal amount on that day. 
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 “Interest Rate” means the rate of interest as shall be established by an Authorized Officer 
of the I-Bank in a manner consistent with the terms and provisions of the Financial Plan for each 
State Fiscal Year. 
 
 “Issue Date” means the date of issuance of this Note. 
 
 “Loan” means the loan of the Principal, made by the I-Bank to the Borrower to finance or 
refinance a portion of the Cost of the Project, as evidenced and secured by this Note.   
 
  “Loan Disbursement Requisition” means the requisition (in a form to be determined by 
the I-Bank and the NJDEP) that shall relate exclusively to the Project (as defined in this Section 
1, hereof) and the Costs that are allocable to the Project, which form of requisition shall be 
executed by an Authorized Officer of the Borrower and shall be submitted, reviewed and approved 
as provided by the provisions of Section 4 hereof. 
 
 “Maturity Date” means June 30th of the fifth (5th) State Fiscal Year following the State 
Fiscal Year during which the Issue Date occurs, which date is June 30, 2030, subject to being re-
determined pursuant to clause (i) or (ii) of this definition, but subject, in all events, to the rights 
and remedies of the I-Bank pursuant to the provisions of Section 6 hereof and the provisions of 
Section 7 hereof in furtherance of the enforcement by the I-Bank of all covenants and obligations 
of the Borrower hereunder, including, without limitation and in particular, the covenants and 
obligations of the Borrower set forth in Section 3 hereof. 
 

(i) Notwithstanding any of the forgoing, the Maturity Date shall be such earlier date 
as shall be determined by an Authorized Officer of the I-Bank in his or her sole 
discretion, which date shall be determined by such Authorized Officer of the I-Bank 
to be the date of the closing for the Anticipated Financing Program.  

 
(ii) Notwithstanding any of the forgoing, the Maturity Date shall be  such later date 

(subject to the then-applicable limits of the Act) to be determined by an Authorized 
Officer of the I-Bank in his or her sole discretion, pursuant to a written certification 
thereof, as acknowledged and agreed to by an Authorized Officer of the Borrower.  

 
“New Jersey Water Bank” means the joint initiative of the I-Bank and the NJDEP to 

provide low-cost financing to qualified applicants with respect to water quality projects that are 
identified in the Act. 
 
 “NJDEP” means the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
 “Payment Date” means, as applicable: (i) the Maturity Date or (ii) with respect to any 
optional prepayment or acceleration of the Loan pursuant to the terms of this Note, the date of such 
optional prepayment or acceleration; provided, however, that in all cases, a portion of the Interest 
shall be payable by the Borrower to the I-Bank prior to the Maturity Date as provided in Section 
4 hereof. 
 
 “Principal” means the principal amount of the Loan, at any time being the lesser of (i) 
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TWO MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,800,000), or (ii) the aggregate 
outstanding amount as shall actually be disbursed to the Borrower by the I-Bank pursuant to one 
or more Loan Disbursement Requisitions, which Principal shall be payable by the Borrower to the 
I-Bank (a) on the Maturity Date or (b) with respect to any optional prepayment or acceleration of 
the Loan pursuant to the terms of this Note, on the date of such optional prepayment or 
acceleration, as the case may be. 
 
 “Project” means the Environmental Infrastructure Facilities of the Borrower which 
constitute a project for which the I-Bank is making the Loan to the Borrower, as further described 
in Exhibit A-1 hereto; provided, however, that the description of the Project, as set forth in Exhibit 
A-1 attached hereto, may be supplemented by means of either (i) the substitution of a revised and 
updated Exhibit A-1 for the current Exhibit A-1 or (ii) the inclusion of an additional Exhibit A-1, 
in either case, promptly following the certification for funding by the NJDEP of the remaining 
components of the Project, as applicable, such supplement to be undertaken by an Authorized 
Officer of the I-Bank. 
 
 “Regulations” means the rules and regulations, as applicable, now or hereafter 
promulgated pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:22-3 et seq., 7:22-4 et seq., 7:22-5 et seq., 7:22-6 et seq., 
7:22-7 et seq., 7:22-8 et seq., 7:22-9 et seq. and 7:22-10 et seq., as the same may from time to time 
be amended and supplemented. 
 
 “State” means the State of New Jersey. 
 

SECTION 2. Representations of the Borrower.  The Borrower hereby represents and 
warrants to the I-Bank, as follows: 
 
 (a) Organization.   The Borrower: (i) is a municipal corporation duly created and 
validly existing under and pursuant to the Constitution and laws of the State; (ii) has full legal right 
and authority to execute, attest, issue and deliver this Note, to sell this Note to the I-Bank, and to 
perform its obligations hereunder; and (iii) has duly authorized, approved and consented to all 
necessary action to be taken by the Borrower for:  (A) the issuance of this Note, the sale thereof to 
the I-Bank and the due performance of its obligations hereunder and (B) the execution, delivery 
and due performance of all certificates and other instruments that may be required to be executed, 
delivered and performed by the Borrower in order to carry out and give effect to this Note. 
 
 (b) Authority.   This Note has been duly authorized by the Borrower and duly 
executed, attested and delivered to the I-Bank by Authorized Officers of the Borrower.  This Note 
has been duly issued by the Borrower and duly sold by the Borrower to the I-Bank and constitutes 
a legal, valid and binding obligation of the Borrower, enforceable against the Borrower in 
accordance with its terms, except as the enforcement thereof may be affected by bankruptcy, 
insolvency or other similar laws or the application by a court of legal or equitable principles 
affecting creditors’ rights. 
 
 (c) Pending Litigation.  There are no proceedings pending or, to the knowledge of the 
Borrower, threatened against or affecting the Borrower that, if adversely determined, would 
adversely affect (i) the condition (financial or otherwise) of the Borrower, (ii) the ability of the 



8 
 
#95279724.1 163724.006 

Borrower to satisfy all of its Loan repayment obligations hereunder, (iii) the authorization, 
execution, attestation or delivery of this Note, (iv) the issuance of this Note and the sale thereof to 
the I-Bank, and (v) the Borrower’s ability otherwise to observe and perform its duties, covenants, 
obligations and agreements under this Note, including, without limitation, the undertaking and 
completion of the Project. 
 
 (d) Compliance with Existing Laws and Agreements; Governmental Consent.  (i) The 
due authorization, execution, attestation and delivery of this Note by the Borrower and the issuance 
and sale of this Note to the I-Bank, (ii) the observation and performance by the Borrower of its 
duties, covenants, obligations and agreements hereunder, including, without limitation, the 
repayment of the Loan and all other amounts due hereunder, and (iii) the undertaking and 
completion of the Project, will not (A) other than the lien, charge or encumbrance created by this 
Note and by any other outstanding debt obligations of the Borrower that are at parity with this 
Note as to lien on, and source and security for payment thereon from, the general tax revenues of 
the Borrower, result in the creation or imposition of any lien, charge or encumbrance upon any 
properties or assets of the Borrower pursuant to, (B) result in any breach of any of the terms, 
conditions or provisions of, or (C) constitute a default under, any existing ordinance or resolution, 
outstanding debt or lease obligation, trust agreement, indenture, mortgage, deed of trust, loan 
agreement or other instrument to which the Borrower is a party or by which the Borrower, its 
Environmental Infrastructure System or any of its properties or assets may be bound, nor will such 
action result in any violation of the provisions of the charter, applicable law or other document 
pursuant to which the Borrower was established or any laws, ordinances, injunctions, judgments, 
decrees, rules, regulations or existing orders of any court or governmental or administrative 
agency, authority or person to which the Borrower, its Environmental Infrastructure System or its 
properties or operations are subject.  The Borrower has obtained all permits and approvals required 
to date by any governmental body or officer for the authorization, execution, attestation and 
delivery of this Note, for the issuance and sale of this Note to the I-Bank, for the making, 
observance and performance by the Borrower of its duties, covenants, obligations and agreements 
under this Note, including, without limitation, the undertaking and completion of the Project 
(provided that, with respect to the undertaking and completion of the Project, such permits and 
approvals are obtainable by the Borrower as of the date hereof). 
 
 (e) I-Bank Credit Policy. The Borrower is in full compliance with the applicable 
requirements of the Credit Policy as in effect on the date hereof. 
 
 (f) Reliance.  The Borrower hereby acknowledges that the I-Bank is making the Loan 
to the Borrower pursuant to the terms hereof in reliance upon each of the representations of the 
Borrower set forth in this Section 2. 
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SECTION 3. Covenants of the Borrower. 
 

(a) Participation in the Anticipated Financing Program.  The Borrower covenants and 
agrees that it shall undertake and complete in a timely manner all conditions precedent identified 
by the I-Bank relating to (i) the participation by the Borrower in the Anticipated Financing 
Program, and (ii) the qualification by the Borrower for receipt of the Anticipated Long-Term Loan, 
including such conditions precedent as the I-Bank may identify upon its determination, at any time 
following the date hereof, of a Finding of Unacceptable Credit Risk (as defined in the Credit 
Policy), including, without limitation, (A) additional security for the Anticipated Long-Term Loan 
through mechanisms as shall be identified by the I-Bank, (B) after providing the applicable 
Nationally Recognized Rating Agency(s) (as defined in the Credit Policy) a copy of the written 
notice of a Finding of Unacceptable Credit Risk from the I-Bank, a rating re-affirmation, since the 
last review by such Nationally Recognized Rating Agency(s), and/or (C) participation in a 
Financial Due Diligence Meeting (as defined in the Credit Policy) and the failure of the Borrower 
to undertake and complete such conditions precedent shall render it ineligible to participate in the 
Anticipated Financing Program. 

 
(b) Full Faith and Credit Pledge.  To secure the repayment obligation of the Borrower 

with respect to this Note, and all other amounts due under this Note (including, without limitation, 
the payment of the Administrative Fee in the amount and at the time as required by the provisions 
of Section 4(b) hereof), the Borrower unconditionally and irrevocably pledges its full faith and 
credit and covenants to exercise its unlimited taxing powers for the punctual payment of any and 
all obligations and amounts due under this Note.  The Borrower acknowledges that, to assure the 
continued operation and solvency of the I-Bank, the I-Bank may, pursuant to and in accordance 
with Section 12a of the Act, require that if the Borrower fails or is unable to pay promptly to the 
I-Bank in full any Loan repayments, any Interest or any other amounts due pursuant to this Note, 
an amount sufficient to satisfy such deficiency shall be paid by the State Treasurer to the I-Bank 
from State-aid otherwise payable to the Borrower. 
 
 (c) Disposition of Environmental Infrastructure System.  The Borrower covenants and 
agrees that it shall not sell, lease, abandon or otherwise dispose of all or substantially all of its 
Environmental Infrastructure System without the express written consent of the I-Bank, which 
consent may or may not be granted by the I-Bank in its sole discretion.   
 
 (d) Financing With Tax-Exempt Bonds.  The Borrower acknowledges, covenants and 
agrees that it is the intention of the Borrower to finance the Project, in whole or in part, on a long-
term basis with proceeds of I-Bank Bonds now or hereinafter issued, the interest on which is 
excluded from gross income for purposes of federal income taxation pursuant to Section 103(a) of 
the Code (“tax-exempt bonds”).  In furtherance of such long-term financing with tax-exempt 
bonds, the Borrower covenants that, except to the extent expressly permitted in writing by the I-
Bank, in its sole discretion, the Borrower will not take any action or permit any action to be taken 
which would result in any of the proceeds of the Loan being used (directly or indirectly) (i) in any 
“private business use” within the meaning of Section 141(b)(6) of the Code, (ii) to make or finance 
loans to persons other than the Borrower, or (iii) to acquire any “nongovernmental output property” 
within the meaning of Section 141(d)(2) of the Code.  In addition, the Borrower covenants and 
agrees that no portion of the Project will be investment property, within the meaning of Section 
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148(b) of the Code.  The Borrower covenants and agrees that any Costs of the Borrower’s Project 
to be paid or reimbursed with proceeds of the Loan will result in the expenditure of proceeds under 
Treasury Regulations §1.148-6(d) and Treasury Regulations §1.150-2.  
 
 (e) Operation and Maintenance of Environmental Infrastructure System.  The 
Borrower covenants and agrees that it shall, in accordance with (i) prudent environmental 
infrastructure utility practice, (ii) all applicable statutory and regulatory requirements now or 
hereafter enacted, and (iii) prudent planning:   
 

(A) at all times, operate the properties of its Environmental Infrastructure System and 
any business in connection therewith in an efficient manner;  

 
(B) maintain its Environmental Infrastructure System in good repair, working order and 

operating condition; and  
 

(C) timely make all necessary and proper repairs, renewals, replacements, additions, 
adaptations, betterments, and improvements with respect to its Environmental 
Infrastructure System, including, without limitation, those that are necessary or 
appropriate to ensure the resiliency of its Environmental Infrastructure System 
(including, without limitation, those necessary or appropriate to ensure unimpeded 
physical access to, or operation of, the sites and infrastructure of its Environmental 
Infrastructure System) in order to address anticipated climate change impacts as set 
forth in the NJDEP’s “Building Resilience Water Infrastructure Climate Change 
Resilience Guidance,” dated April 2023, as amended, supplemented or updated, 
and which is incorporated herein by reference, and/or actual impacts from flooding, 
sea level rise, hurricanes, extreme rainfall, and storm surge, so that at all times the 
business carried on in connection therewith and the provision of essential services 
thereby shall be efficiently and properly conducted.   

 
The NJDEP, in its sole discretion, may expressly authorize, in writing, a waiver of any or all of 
the requirements of this provision based upon its determination that long term operability of the 
Environmental Infrastructure System is no longer viable. Any such waiver, however, does not 
relieve Borrower of the obligation to provide the essential services through an alternative 
approach. 
 
 (f) Records and Accounts; Inspections.  The Borrower covenants and agrees that it 
shall keep accurate records and accounts for its Environmental Infrastructure System, separate and 
distinct from its other records and accounts, which shall be audited annually by an independent 
registered municipal accountant and shall be made available for inspection by the I-Bank upon 
prior written notice.  The Borrower covenants and agrees that it shall permit the I-Bank (and any 
party designated thereby to act on its behalf or to assist it, including, without limitation, its 
professional advisors), at any and all reasonable times during construction of the Project and, 
thereafter, upon prior written notice, (i) to visit, inspect and examine the property constituting the 
Project and the site on which the Project is located, and (ii) to inspect (and make and retain copies 
of) any Borrower accounts, books, records, correspondence and files, including, without limitation, 
Borrower records regarding contracts, receipts, disbursements, investments and the overall 
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financial standing of the Borrower, and any other matters related to the Borrower, the Project and 
the forgoing list of deliverables.  In furtherance of the intent of this subsection, the Borrower 
covenants and agrees that it shall promptly prepare and provide such written reports and 
informational summaries as the I-Bank may reasonably require.   
 
 (g) Insurance.  The Borrower covenants and agrees that it shall maintain insurance 
policies providing against risk of direct physical loss, damage or destruction of its Environmental 
Infrastructure System, in an amount that will satisfy all applicable regulatory requirements.  The 
Borrower covenants and agrees that it shall include, or cause to be included, the I-Bank as an 
additional “named insured” on any certificate of liability insurance procured by the Borrower and 
by any contractor or subcontractor for the Project. 
 
 (h) Exhibits.  The Borrower covenants and agrees that it shall comply with the terms, 
procedures and requirements as set forth in each of the Exhibits attached hereto, which are made 
a part hereof. 
 
 (i) Reliance.  The Borrower hereby acknowledges that the I-Bank is making the Loan 
to the Borrower pursuant to the terms hereof in reliance upon each of the covenants of the Borrower 
set forth in this Section 3. 
 
 SECTION 4.  Disbursement of the Loan Proceeds; Amounts Payable; Prepayment; 
and Late Fee.   
 
 (a) The I-Bank shall effectuate the Loan to the Borrower by making one or more 
disbursements to the Borrower promptly after receipt by the I-Bank of a Loan Disbursement 
Requisition and the approval of such Loan Disbursement Requisition by an Authorized Officer of 
the I-Bank, or a designee thereof, each such disbursement and the date thereof to be recorded and 
maintained by an Authorized Officer of the I-Bank, or a designee thereof, in the records of the I-
Bank with respect to the Loan; provided, however, that the approval by the I-Bank of any Loan 
Disbursement Requisition for disbursement pursuant to the terms hereof shall be subject to the 
terms, conditions and limitations as set forth in Section 4(d) of this Note.  It is expected that the 
proceeds of the Loan will be disbursed to the Borrower in accordance with the schedule set forth 
in Exhibit C hereto, as Exhibit C shall be supplemented by an Authorized Officer of the I-Bank by 
means of either a substitute Exhibit C or an additional Exhibit C, such supplement to be 
implemented concurrently with the supplement to Exhibit A-1 hereto (as provided in the definition 
of “Project” as set forth herein).  The latest date upon which the Borrower may submit to the I-
Bank a Loan Disbursement Requisition is the business day immediately preceding the date fixed 
by the I-Bank for the sale of its I-Bank Bonds in connection with the Anticipated Financing 
Program, or such alternative date as shall be identified by the I-Bank for the Borrower in writing.   
 
 (b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4(a) to the contrary, the Borrower hereby 
acknowledges and agrees, as follows:  (i) to the extent that all or a portion of the Interest is funded 
by the Loan (as provided pursuant to Exhibit B hereto, as Exhibit B may hereafter be amended or 
supplemented as provided by the provisions hereof), payment of such Interest shall be made to the 
I-Bank via one or more disbursements by the I-Bank hereunder, at the times and in the amounts, 
as and to the extent provided in one or more written notices provided to the Borrower pursuant to 
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the terms hereof by an Authorized Officer of the I-Bank, or a designee thereof, and each such 
disbursement shall be recorded by an Authorized Officer of the I-Bank or a designee thereof, and 
maintained in the records of the I-Bank with respect to the Loan; and (ii) on the date of issuance 
of this Note, a disbursement shall be made and shall be recorded and maintained by an Authorized 
Officer of the I-Bank, or a designee thereof, in the records of the I-Bank with respect to the Loan  
for the purpose of funding fifty percent (50%) of the Administrative Fee identified in Exhibit B 
hereto, with such disbursement (and any subsequent and supplemental disbursements made 
pursuant to Exhibit B hereto, as Exhibit B may hereafter be amended or supplemented as provided 
by the provisions hereof) being made by the I-Bank on behalf of the Borrower directly to the 
NJDEP.  The Borrower further acknowledges and agrees that the remaining unpaid balance of the 
Administrative Fee shall be due and payable on the Maturity Date or as otherwise established by 
the I-Bank pursuant to the terms of the Anticipated Financing Program. 
 
 (c) On the Maturity Date or, with respect to the payment of all or a portion of the 
Interest, on the applicable Payment Date(s) as and to the extent provided herein, the Borrower shall 
repay the Loan to the I-Bank in an amount equal to:  (i) the Principal; (ii) the Interest then due and 
owing pursuant to the provisions of this Note; and (iii) any other amounts then due and owing 
pursuant to the provisions of this Note.  The Borrower may prepay the Loan obligations hereunder, 
in whole or in part, upon receipt of the prior written consent of an Authorized Officer of the I-
Bank.  Each payment made to the I-Bank shall be applied to the payment of, first, the Interest then 
due and payable, second, the Principal, third, any late charges, and, finally, any other amount then 
due and payable pursuant to the provisions of this Note.  In the event that the repayment obligation 
set forth in this Note is received by the I-Bank later than the Maturity Date or the Payment Date, 
as the case may be, a late fee shall be payable to the I-Bank in an amount equal to the greater of 
twelve percent (12%) per annum or the prime rate as published in the Wall Street Journal on the 
Maturity Date or the Payment Date, as the case may be, plus one half of one percent per annum on 
such late payment from the Maturity Date or the Payment Date, as the case may be, to the date it 
is actually paid; provided, however, that any late payment charges incurred hereunder shall not 
exceed the maximum interest rate permitted by law.   
 
 (d) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Note to the contrary with respect to the 
funding, pursuant to Section 4(a) hereof, of any Loan Disbursement Requisition relating to all or 
any portion of the Project, the Borrower hereby acknowledges and agrees, as follows:  (i) the I-
Bank shall not, and shall not be required to, commit funds, pursuant to the Water Bank 
Construction Financing Program of the I-Bank, to any portion of the Project until such time as the 
particular portion of the Project in question has been certified for funding by the NJDEP; (ii) no 
Loan Disbursement Requisition shall be approved by the I-Bank for disbursement pursuant to 
Section 4(a) hereof unless and until the portion of the Project to which such Loan Disbursement 
Requisition relates has been certified for funding by the NJDEP; and (iii) the I-Bank has no 
obligation pursuant to this Note to make all or any portion of any Loan Disbursement Requisition 
disbursement pursuant to the provisions of Section 4(a) hereof if the Borrower lacks the authority 
to pay interest on this Note in an amount equal to the Interest Rate.  
 

SECTION 5.  Unconditional Obligations.  The direct, general obligation of the Borrower 
to make the Loan repayments and all other payments required hereunder and the obligation to 
perform and observe the other duties, covenants, obligations and agreements on its part contained 
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herein shall be absolute and unconditional, and shall not be abated, rebated, set-off, reduced, 
abrogated, terminated, waived, diminished, postponed or otherwise modified in any manner 
whatsoever while any Loan repayments, or any other payments due hereunder, remain unpaid, 
regardless of any contingency, act of God, event or cause whatsoever, including (without 
limitation) any acts or circumstances that may constitute failure of consideration, eviction or 
constructive eviction, the taking by eminent domain or destruction of or damage to the Project or 
Environmental Infrastructure System, commercial frustration of the purpose, any change in the 
laws of the United States of America or of the State or any political subdivision of either or in the 
rules or regulations of any governmental authority, any failure of the I-Bank to perform and 
observe any agreement or any duty, liability or obligation arising out of this Note, or any rights of 
set-off, recoupment, abatement or counterclaim that the Borrower might have against the I-Bank 
or any other party; provided, however, that payments hereunder shall not constitute a waiver of 
any such rights.   
 

SECTION 6.   Events of Default.  The occurrence of any of the following events shall 
constitute an “Event of Default” hereunder:  (i) failure by the Borrower to pay, when due, any and 
all of its Loan repayment obligations hereunder, and any other payment obligations due hereunder; 
(ii) failure by the Borrower to observe and perform any duty, covenant, obligation or agreement 
on its part to be observed or performed pursuant to the terms of this Note; (iii) any representation 
made by the Borrower contained in this Note or in any instrument furnished in compliance with 
or with reference to this Note is false or misleading in any material respect; (iv) the occurrence of 
an “Event of Default” pursuant to, and as defined in, (1) a loan agreement pursuant to which a 
long-term loan (that remains outstanding) has been made to the Borrower by either the I-Bank or 
the NJDEP, or (2) a note obligation (other than this Note) pursuant to which a short-term loan (that 
remains outstanding) has been made to the Borrower by the I-Bank, and (v) a petition is filed by 
or against the Borrower under any federal or state bankruptcy or insolvency law or other similar 
law in effect on the date of this Note or thereafter enacted, unless in the case of any such petition 
filed against the Borrower such petition shall be dismissed within thirty (30) days after such filing 
and such dismissal shall be final and not subject to appeal, or the Borrower shall become insolvent 
or bankrupt or shall make an assignment for the benefit of its creditors, or a custodian of the 
Borrower or any of its property shall be appointed by court order or take possession of the 
Borrower or its property or assets if such order remains in effect or such possession continues for 
more than thirty (30) days, or the Borrower shall generally fail to pay its debts as such debts 
become due. 
 

SECTION 7.  Remedies upon Event of Default.  Whenever an Event of Default shall 
have occurred and be continuing pursuant to the terms hereof, the Borrower hereby acknowledges 
and agrees to the rights of the I-Bank to take any action permitted or required at law or in equity 
to collect the amounts then due and thereafter to become due hereunder or to enforce the 
observance and performance of any duty, covenant, obligation or agreement of the Borrower 
hereunder.  If an Event of Default shall have occurred, the Borrower hereby acknowledges and 
agrees that the I-Bank shall have the right to (i) immediately cease disbursements of the proceeds 
of the Loan, and/or (ii) declare all Loan repayments and all other amounts due hereunder to be due 
and payable immediately without further notice or demand.  The Borrower hereby acknowledges 
and agrees that no remedy herein is intended to be exclusive, and every remedy shall be cumulative 
and in addition to every other remedy given under this Note or now or hereafter existing at law or 
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in equity.  The Borrower hereby further acknowledges and agrees that no delay or omission by the 
I-Bank to exercise any remedy or right accruing upon any Event of Default shall impair any such 
remedy or right or shall be construed to be a waiver thereof, but any such remedy or right may be 
exercised as often as may be deemed expedient. The Borrower hereby further acknowledges and 
agrees that, pursuant to the I-Bank’s Credit Policy, during such time as an Event of Default has 
occurred and is continuing hereunder, the Borrower shall be ineligible for additional financial 
assistance from the I-Bank (including, without limitation, long-term financing through the 
Anticipated Financing Program), in addition to certain other consequences set forth in the Credit 
Policy. The Borrower hereby agrees that upon demand it shall pay to the I-Bank the reasonable 
fees and expenses of attorneys and other reasonable expenses (including, without limitation, the 
reasonably allocated costs of in-house counsel and legal staff) incurred in the collection of Loan 
repayments or any sum due hereunder or in the enforcement of the observation or performance of 
any obligations or agreements of the Borrower upon an Event of Default.  Any moneys collected 
by the I-Bank pursuant to this Section 7 shall be applied first to pay any attorneys’ fees or other 
fees and expenses owed by the Borrower. 
 

SECTION 8.  Certain Miscellaneous Provisions.  The Borrower hereby acknowledges 
and agrees as follows:  (a) all notices hereunder shall be deemed given when hand delivered or 
when mailed by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, to the Borrower at the following 
address:  Township of Hillside, 1409 Liberty Avenue, Hillside, New Jersey 07205, Attention:  
Chief Financial Officer; and to the I-Bank at the following address:  New Jersey Infrastructure 
Bank, 3131 Princeton Pike, Building 4, Suite 216, Lawrenceville, New Jersey 08648-2201, 
Attention: Executive Director; (b) this Note shall be binding upon the Borrower and its successors 
and assigns; (c) in the event any provision of this Note is held illegal, invalid or unenforceable by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not invalidate, render unenforceable or 
otherwise affect any other provision hereof; (d) the obligations of the Borrower pursuant to the 
terms of this Note may not be assigned by the Borrower for any reason, unless the I-Bank shall 
have approved said assignment in writing; (e) this Note may not be amended, supplemented or 
modified without the prior written consent of the I-Bank; (f) this Note shall be governed by and 
construed in accordance with the laws of the State; (g) the Borrower shall, at the request of the I-
Bank, execute and deliver such further instruments as may be necessary or desirable for better 
assuring, conveying, granting, assigning and confirming the rights, security interests and 
agreements granted or intended to be granted by this Note; (h) whenever the Borrower is required 
to obtain the determination, approval or consent of the I-Bank pursuant to the terms hereof, such 
determination, approval or consent may be either granted or withheld by the I-Bank in its sole and 
absolute discretion; and (i) consistent with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 58:11B-13, neither the 
directors of the I-Bank nor any officers of the I-Bank taking any action with respect to this Loan 
shall be liable personally with respect to the Loan or any matters or transactions related thereto. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Borrower has caused this Note to be duly executed, sealed 
and delivered on the date first above written. 
        

TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE, 
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,  
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 
[SEAL] 
       By:________________________________ 
ATTEST:            Dahlia O. Vertreese, Mayor 
 
 
 
___________________________   By:________________________________ 
Rayna Harris, Clerk           Glynn Jones,  

      Chief Financial Officer 
 

 
 



   
 

 

TOWNSHIIP OF HILLSIDE 
RESOLUTION R-25-074 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE AUTHORIZING 
THE TOWNSHIP OF HILLSIDE TO JOIN THE ACR HEALTH 

INSURANCE FUND 

WHEREAS, a number of public entities in the State of New Jersey have joined together to form 
the ACR Health Insurance Fund, hereafter referred to as the “Fund”, as permitted by N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.1 et. 
seq., N.J.S.A. 17:1-8.1 et. seq., and N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et. seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Fund was approved to become operational by the Department of Banking and 
Insurance and the Department of Community Affairs (collectively, the “Departments”) and has been 
operational since that date; and   

WHEREAS, the statutes and regulations governing the creation and operation of a joint insurance 
fund in the State of New Jersey contain certain restrictions and safeguards in connection with 
the administration of the public interest entrusted to such a Fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of Hillside, hereinafter referred to as “Local 

Unit” has studied the feasibility of joining the Fund and has determined that membership in the Fund is in 
the best interest of the Local Unit. 

WHEREAS, Acrisure, LLC is hereby appointed as the Health Insurance Broker upon acceptance 
into the Fund. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Local Unit hereby 
agrees and authorizes the following: 

 
i. The Local Unit shall become a member of the Fund for an initial period outlined in the Local 

Unit’s Indemnity and Trust Agreement, which in no event shall exceed three (3) years as 
prescribed in N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.3(a). 

ii. The Local Unit shall participate in the following type(s) of coverage(s) offered by the Fund: 
Health Insurance and/or Prescription Insurance and/or Dental Insurance and/or Medicare 
Advantage/Employer Group Waiver Program as defined pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 17B:17-4, the Fund’s Bylaws, and Plan of Risk Management. 

iii. Adoption and approval of the Fund’s Bylaws, a true and correct copy of which is annexed 
hereto as Attachment A, which has been approved by the Departments. 

iv. Execution of the Local Unit’s Indemnity and Trust Agreement, a true and correct copy of 
which is annexed hereto as Attachment B, which has been approved by the Departments. 

v. Execution of the application for membership to the Fund, including any and all documents 
and/or certifications as may be necessary, in order for the Local Unit to complete the 
application process and join the Fund. 



   
 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Local Unit certifies, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.3(a), that the Local Unit has never defaulted on claims under a self- insured plan and that 
it has not had its insurance canceled for nonpayment of premium for a period of at least two (2) years prior 
to this application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Local Unit is authorized and 
directed to execute the Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents signifying membership 
in the Fund as required by the Fund’s Bylaws, and to deliver these documents to the Fund’s Executive 
Director with the express reservation that these documents shall become effective only upon on acceptance 
of the Fund’s By-laws as prescribed in N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.3(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

 
____________________________________ 

Craig M. Epps, Council President 
ATTEST: 
I, Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk of the Township of Hillside, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby certify that this is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Council at a meeting held on 
April 22, 2025.  
 
 
________________________________ 
Rayna E. Harris, Township Clerk 
 

MOTION SECOND NAME YEAS NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT EXCUSED 

  Bonanno      

  Feuerstein      

  Garretson      

  Hyatt      

  Joyner      

  Rios, VP      

    Epps, CP      
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